FEBRUARY 19

Foreclosing on the American Dream

Home ownership has long been promoted as the
cornerstone of the American Dream and a vehicle
for building the personal wealth of Californians.
However, given California’s current economic
condition and the increasing number of home
foreclosures across the state, is the American
Dream being significantly delayed? How do we
effectively deal with this issue? What role(s) can
government play?

The discussion will address the social, economic
and political dynamics that brought us to this
economic moment in American and California
histories and focus on what we can learn from this
crisis as the country and state move forward. The
conversation will also address best practices and
policy solutions that can be implemented and
navigate us out of a quagmire that involves many
economic sectors in our society.

MARCH 19

A New Deal in Store for California’s Infrastructure?
The incoming Obama administration has promised
to renew its contract with America through
reenvisioned “New Deal” programs. Borrowing from
the pages of American and California histories, the
federal government will embark upon large-scale
infrastructure projects that will repair and build upon
our physical infrastructure, while boosting our
economy and strengthening our social foundation.
Notably, Governor Edmund G. “Pat” Brown followed
such a policy with successful results.

During the 2006 election, voters in California agreed
that California needed its own “New Deal” and
overwhelmingly voted to authorize the state to spend
bond monies on infrastructure projects related to
transportation, housing, and education. The state
passed legislation distributing the monies, but little
action has been taken since. Why is the state not
spending funds that voters authorized? What budget
issues are preventing the state from moving forward
to strengthen our infrastructure? The discussion will
examine the state’s financial condition and ability to
invest in infrastructure. The discussion will also focus
on possible outcomes that may arise, depending on
whether we invest in infrastructure, how much we
invest, and how soon.
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APRIL 23

The Golden State and the Future of Green Growth
and Green Labor

Is “going green” a trend or is growing green a smart
investment? Various economic sectors have
implemented environmentally safe practices to
strategically grow green. Is this the moment for
California to grow green and create a more sustain-
able society? With more supportive administra-
tions, both in Washington D.C. and Sacramento, a
window of opportunity has been opened for
movement on environmental issues.

After considering the policy environment for
sustainable development, the discussion will focus
on how California’s labor force is moving toward
green-collar jobs and the consequences of this
change on California’s future potential as the leader
in the creation of a green economy. The conversa-
tion will center on the steps needed to assure such
an outcome in the state. The discussion will also
address how this will impact working- class families
and what role they may play in this process.

MAY 21

California’s Financial Future: Getting Beyond
Gridlock

California experienced financial crisis during
2008. Archaic fiscal and governance structures,
and gridlock between political parties, delayed the
approval of the state budget. The effects have
trickled down to all sectors of society. As of January
2009, there was no agreement on how to fix this
fiscal crisis. What are the typical repercussions felt
throughout California due to these cyclical and
worsening economic gridlocks? How do we move
forward and ensure progress is made? Will working
families be lost in the shadows? Where will the
revenues come from to cover the many needs of
Californians, and are there untapped revenue
sources left? The lecture will also focus on what
may come of broad-based reform efforts currently
underway.

JUNE 18

Are We on Our Way to Immigration Reform?
Immigration policy and, more important, immigra-
tion reform were issues that took center stage and
were part of the campaign platform during the early
part of the 2008 election. Not surprisingly, voters
from immigrant communities turned out in high
numbers during the 2008 election. Can this be the
year for comprehensive immigration reform? Will
the new administration push forward for immigra-
tion reform? What are the policy and social implica-
tions if comprehensive policy is passed? Will this
change the Golden State? The discussion will focus
on these questions and other related issues.

SEPTEMBER 24

California 2020: A Look Ahead

The physical landscape and infrastructure of
California have changed throughout history to best
meet the needs of Californians. What will the future
Golden State look like and are we prepared for our
future? Will there be housing for the projected
number of new residents? Will our transportation
systems be prepared? Will our schools be
adequately prepared to train a new generation
ready to enter the workforce? Will our current
financial structures be sufficient to deal with our
future? Are we ready for reform? Will we maintain
our quality of life? This concluding lecture in 2009,
a special evening edition of California Agenda, will
address these and many other questions related to
California’s future.
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Please visit our website at www.patbrowninstitute.org for further information, location, times and to RSVP.
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