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Understanding Los Angeles Understanding Los Angeles 
through Demographythrough Demography

�� Demographic shifts (1980Demographic shifts (1980--2000)2000)
�� The changing social geography of Los The changing social geography of Los 

AngelesAngeles
�� Immigration and peopling of Los AngelesImmigration and peopling of Los Angeles
�� PovertyPoverty
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Racial/Ethnic Group Population % of Total Population
Latino 4,242,213 44.56
Non-Hispanic White 2,959,614 31.09
Non-Hispanic African American 901,472 9.47
Non-Hispanic Native American 25,609 0.27
Non-Hispanic Asian 1,124,569 11.81
Non-Hispanic Native Hawaiian & Other PI 23,265 0.24
Non-Hispanic Other 19,935 0.21
Multi-Racial 222,661 2.34
Total 9,519,338 100.00
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MAJORITY Blocks % of All Blocks
No Clear Majority 15378 17.16
Latino 26180 29.21
Non-Hispanic White 38076 42.49
Non-Hispanic African American 4519 5.04
Non-Hispanic Native American 9 0.01
Non-Hispanic Asian 5293 5.91
Non-Hispanic Native Hawaiian & Other PI 30 0.03
Non-Hispanic Other 5 0.01
Multi-Racial 124 0.14
Total 89614 100.00
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1990
2000 Single 

Race
Multi-Racial 
(Two Races) Growth

Percent 
Change

Population 8863164 9519338 208020 656174 7.40

Latino 3306116 4242213 936097 28.31

Non-Hispanic White 3634722 2959614 159929 -675108 -18.57

Non-Hispanic African 
American 946862 901472 20973 -45390 -4.79

Non-Hispanic Native 
American 30165 25609 3486 -4556 -15.10

Non-Hispanic Asian 
Pacific Islander 924291 1147834 23632 223543 24.19

Non-Hiapnic Other 
anad Multi-Racial 21008 242596

LA County
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Racial and Ethnic Composition for Population Under 5
Los Angeles County 2000
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Immigration 1980-2001
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Los Angeles-Long Beach Legal 
Permaner Resident Flow 

As a Percentage of the U.S. and California
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Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security; Graph by Author
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The Changing Shape The Changing Shape 
of Diversity in Los of Diversity in Los 

AngelesAngeles



Source of 1940 to 1990 dataSource of 1940 to 1990 data
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PovertyPoverty










